
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       This pattern helps understand 

      “Rounding Off.”  Imagine that this is a  

     barn roof. To round off any fraction between zero and 

     one, visualize writing the number on a slip of paper and  

placing it in a plastic egg like those used at Easter.  Then  

             place the egg on the roof in its appropriate position.   

     Which way will it roll? 

 

This pattern serves for any rounding off.  Place the two rounding options where 

the zero and one currently are, and the “breaking point” (the number halfway between them) 

at the ½ mark (the peak of the roof.)  Example: to round 387 to the nearest ten, replace the  

zero with 380, the one with 390, and the ½ with 385. Your 387 will land on the right side of the roof and  

therefore roll toward the 390.  Example 2: To round 41,239 to the nearest thousand, your “rounding options” are 

       41,000 and 42,000 and your “breaking point” is 41,500. 41,239 would go on the left side of the roof and roll toward 41,000. 

For whole numbers and decimals, you will not need the fractions. This pattern is easy to sketch on the board or overhead.  

                 385                          41,500 

Example 1:          Example 2: 
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